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Rational Communicant : 
OR A, 5 

PLAIN. ACCOUNT, Sc. 


Par. I R, I heard you yeſterday 
| 8 with ſome ſatisfaction treat · 
ing upon the ſubject of the 
Lord's Supper; and if I remember right, 
ycu told us, that the Sacrament was an 
eaſy, plain, intelligible thing, and what 
people of the meaneſt capacities might 
underſtand, provided they would bring 
an ordinary attention, and love of truth 
with them. I hope, Sir, I have thoſe qua- 
lifications, and ſhall rejoice if you will 
be ſo kind as to aſſiſt my weakneſs. 


Min. The obſervation I made is cer+ 
tainly true; nor do I think there are any 
great difficulties on that ſubject. However, 
if you have any, I wilt endeavour to give 
you the ſatisfaction you want, I 


Por. 1 ſhall readily propoſe ſuch dif- 
ficulcies as occur to me: but yet if you 
Bite | A 2 pleaſe 
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pleaſe you can Jead me by proper que- 
ſtions, ſo as to make me more. fully 


comprehend this a myſtery. 


Min. Do not begin with words, 
which may do you an injury in your 
enquiries. The ſcriptures never cal} 
this ſacred inſtitution a myſtery; and if 
they do not treat it as ſuch, I can't ima- 
gine why we ſhould. What is plain, 
and eaſy, and. intelligible, ſhould not be 
dreſſed up in terms, which in common 
uſe imply ſomething incomprebenſible. 


Par. 1 will endearour to obſerve this 
eaution for the future. I beg of you 
therefore to acquaint me with what I 


ought to know Ne this inſtitution 


of our Saviour. 


Min. 1 vill: But previouſly I muſt | 
obſerve to you, that you can know no 


more than what our Saviour himſelf, or 
his Apoſtles have told us. Whatever 


therefore they have declared to be the 


end, or deſgn of this Supper, That is 


am 


the end and d:fign, and nothing elle : 


and if any man takes the liberty to aſ- 
85 other ends than thoſe which Chriſt 
and 
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and his Apoſtles have aſſigned, he muſt 
treat it not as the Lord's Supper, but as 
his own Supper; a Supper inſtituted for 
ends of bis own, and not for thoſe which 
our Saviour appointed. on | 


Per. I underſtand you very well. Be 
pleaſed therefore to inform me what thoſe 
ends are which our Lord aſſigned. | 


Min. Do not be in ſuch haſte, Firſt 
underſtand the inſtitution itſelf z and then 
you will come to the ends deſigned by it: 
and when you are apprized of theſe things, 
it will be fit to conſider any difficulties or 

doubts which may ariſe in your mind. 


Par. I ſhall very readily follow your 
own method. = Fug | 


Min. Firſt then, It is fit that you 
ſhould know, that our Saviour in the 
ſame night that he was betrayed 100k 
bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, and 
gave it to the Diſciples, ' and ſaid, Take, 
eat, this my Body. And be took the cup 
and gave. thanks, and gave it to them, ſay- 
ing, Drink ye all of it, for this is my 
blood of the New Teſtament, which is ſhed 
NU AY: for 
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for many for the remiſſion of fins. Matth 
Xxvi. 26, 27, 28. St Mark ſpeaks of 
this in the ſame manner ; adding this cir- 
cumſtanee about the cup —— And they all 
drank of it, ch. xiv. 22, 23, 24. St 
Luke, when he relates the inſtitution, 
ch. xxii. 19, 20. has annexed, the end of 
the inſtitution. bis is my body which 
© #s given for you, this do in remembrance 
of me. Likewiſe alſo the cup after Fu 
ſaying, this cup is the New Teſtament of 
my blood, which is fhed for you. I will 
add the other place where this inſtilution 
is mentioned, viz. 1 Cor, xi. 23—26. 

The Lord Feſus, the ſame night in which 
be -was betrayed took bread, and when he 
bad goes thanks, be brake it, and ſaid, 

"Take, eat, thjs is my body which is broken 
for you; this do in remembrance f me : 
After the ſame manner alſo, be took the 

cup, toben be bad ſupped, ſaying, This 


7 


cup is The New Teſtament in my blood : 


"This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remem- 
brance of me. For as often as ye eat this 


' bread, and drink this cup, ye do ſhew the 


Lord's death fill he come. I wiſh you 
| would read over theſe paſſages of ſcrip- 

ture carefully, and raiſe whatever difh- 
culties occur to you from theſe places: 


TY I . 


— 
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becauſe by underſtanding theſe well, 
you will eaſe yourſelf of a great deal o 
trouble, | | 


Par. I will do it. ——I have done it, 
Sir, and find that I ſtand in need of your 
help. I perfectly underſtand what St 
Matthew ſays by —He took bread, and 
brake it, and gave it to the Diſciples, and 
ſaid, Take, eat. But what is meant by 
e bleſſed it? 


Min. He gave thanks to God, the 
great Creator of all things, for it. So 
ſays St Luke expreſsly, He took bread, 
and gave thanks, and brake it. 


Par. I underſtand it clearly; our Sa- 
viour did by this bread, as he did when 
he fed the multitude, He looking up to 
heaven, bleſſed, that is, gave thanks for it 
to his Father which is in heaven. Matt, 
xiv. 19. But pray what is the meaning 
of thoſe other words This is my body? 
How could the bread be the body of 
Chriſt, ſince his Diſciples ſaw his body, 
and the bread, to be two different things? 


Min. 8 
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Min. The ſcripture language is very 
plain, unleſs people are willing to de- 
ceive themſelves. When any one is look- 
ing upon the picture of the king, and 
knowing whoſe it is, ſays,— This is the 
king—No one from thence imagines, that 
the picture is literally the king in perſon, 
but only a proper repreſentation, or, as the 
caſe may be, a proper memorial, of the 
king: So in the caſe before you, This is 
my body, —it is not the deſign of our Sa- 
viour to ſpeak literally, but only to ſay 
— This is the repreſentation, or memorial, 
of my body. This broken bread is a juſt 
repreſentation, and deſigned as a memo- 
rial, of my body which is broken for you. 


If you read the ſcriptures carefully, 
you will obſerve the very ſame manner of 
ſpeech, which no one was ever ſo ſtupid 
as to miſtake. When our Saviour ſays 
Lam the vine, ye are ihe branches : 
He does not mean, that he was changed 
into a vine, or his Diſciples into branches: 
but his deſign was to expreſs how the Difſ- 
ciples by being united to him would bring 


or 
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forth fruit in good works, juſt as the 
branches receive nouriſhment from the vine 
they grow upon, in order to bring ſorth 
fruit. So again, when he ſays Jam the door 
— 7obn x. 7. his deſign was to repreſent 
himſelf as the proper means of entrance in- 
to the kingdom of God; and not to ſay 
that he was changed into a real door. As 
therefore there is no reaſon to underſtand 
theſe figurative ſpeeches contrary to com- 
mon ſenſe, ſo neither can there be any rea- 
ſor. why men ſhould abuſe the words of the 
Sacramemt to make them expreſs abſurdi- 
ties, and nonſenſe, when conſiſtent with 
all language, they may be underſtood a- 
greeable to common ſenſe. 


Par. Truly, I think, that as God de- 
ſigned his inſtitutions for men, i. e. for 
beings who have ſome degrees of under- 
ſanding, it muſt be very ridiculous to ima- 
gine him to command them to do, or to 
believe, abſurd and unreaſonable things. I - 
obſcrve that St Matthew ſays — He took the 
cup and gave thanks and gave it to them, 
ſaying, Drink ye all of it: and I find that 
St Mark fays— And they all drank of it. 
] ſuppoſe the remark which you would 
have me make upon this is—That all 
* ought 
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;- ought to drink of that cup, as well as eat 
bol that bread, - | 


Min. You have made a very juſt ob- 
ſetvation; and methinks it is very re- 
markable that ſuch a ſtreſs ſhould be laid 
upon the drinking the cup; that it ſhould 
be ſaid—drink ye ALL of this; and that 
it ſhould be ſo particularly remarked, 
that ALL drank of it—when one conſiders 
what; has happened in the Chriſtian 
world, where the laity have been de- 

prived of this part of the ſacrament. 
\ But no plainneſs whatſoever, either in an 
inſtitution, or in a prophecy of what is 
to come to paſs, is ſufficient to guard 
againſt the wickedneſs of man. 
| Par. So I think. But what is the 
meaning of what our Saviour ſaid, when 
he gave his Diſciples the cup and bid 
them drink of it— For this, ſays he, 15 
. - my blood of the New Teſtament, which is 
ſhed for many for the remiſſion of fins. 
I obſerved when I read over the paſſages 
in St Tuke and St Paul, that they ſay, 
This cup is the New Teſtament in my blood. 
] own, I neither underſtand, how the 
cupcan be the New Teſtament in our Sa- 
23 viour's 
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viour's blood; nor what he means by 
ſaying, This cup is my blood of the New 
Teſtament. I can underſtand that Chriſt 


died for the remiſſion of ſins; or that 


-God might paſs over the tranſgreſſions. 
of men, and not impute them to them; 
but, in good truth, I have no notion of 
the other part of this ſentence; * 


Min. I will endeavour to aſſiſt you 
here, As the bread broken. was a re- 


a and a proper memorial, of 


his body broken, ſo the wine in the cup 
'was a repreſentation and, memorial of his 
blood: As the wine was poured out of 


the ws ſo was his blood, poured, out of 


his body. When therefore our Lord in 


St Matthewy ſays—This is my blood, even 
that of the New Tyftament—he 'means— 
This wine is the repreſentation, and me- 
morial of my blood which is ſhed to 
confirm the New Coyenant which God 


promiſed by his pr ophets to make : viz. 


"what was contained in this promiſe, J 
will be merciful to thiir unrighleouſneſs, and 
their fins and iniquities will I remember no 
more. Heb. vifl. 12. The ſenſe is the 
fame in St Luke and St Paul—This cup 
is the New- Teſtament in my blood, This 
Go do as; 4s : wine 


— 
OC AL IT oO 
— — — * * * 3 


dy, and wine may repreſent blood: but 


A Covenant? 5 1 9 


1 1155 You miſtake the FIR of this 


* 
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wine in this cup is to put you in mind 


of the New Covenant hf by wy 
blood. Pins of 


Par. Still, Sir, 110 at a loſs. I un- 
derſtand how bread may repreſent a bo- 


here it is ſaid —Th/s wine, or cup, is the 
New Covenant, How does wine — 


expreſſion. The wine repreſents our 
Saviour's blood only ; which being ſhed 
to confirm the New Covenant, it is faid, 

This wine repreſents, not 4. new Cove- 
nant, but a New Covenant confirmed by 
my Blood. It is to put us in mind indeed 
of the New Covenant, but then it is to 
put us in mind of the New Covenant ſo 
confirmed, as this was. 


Par. ] believe I. now apprehend 1 you: 
The bread and the wine are repreſenta- 
tions, and memorials of our Saviour, 
who gave himſelf for us, and died, and 
by his death confirmed the Covenant 
with God. They are properly adapted 
to raiſe in our minds the thoughts of the 

kindneſs 
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kindnefs. which our Lord has ſhewn us, 


by giving himſelf up even to death for us, 
and by Tat mean confirming the New 
Covenant betwixt God and us. But till 
I have one difficulty remaining with me; 
and that is, I obſerve that you call this a 
New Covenant, whereas it is in St Mat- 
thew and St Luke, called the New Teſta- 
ment, Now I think that a teſtament is 
the laſt will of any perſon deceaſed 3 
whereas a Covenant is ſome ſort of com- 


pact or agreement betwixt living perſons. 


How muſt I underſtand this? 


Min. This difficulty ariſes only from 
your not conſidering, that Tefament is 
uſed in a large ſenſe for whatever is !eſti- 
fied to be the will and intention of our 
Lord. But it is Hroperly here to be un- 
derſtood of a Covenant founded upon bet- 
ter promiſes than the Old one, which was 
made with the Jets: and which requires a 
different ſort of conditions, the conditions 


of Faitb and Obedience to the commands of 
God. This alteration of the conditions 


in the Old Covenant, makes the Chriſtian 
Covenant to be called a New one; and 
when the Word n is applied, it 


- 0. 44 2 


N Fi 
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is in a ſenſe not of a man's /aft will, but 
in a larger ſenſe, as it ſignifies a decla- 
ration and publication of one's will. 


Par. I think I underſtand now this 
inſtitution of our Lord. He took bread, 
and gave thanks to his Father, and 


broke it, and gave it to his Diſciples: 


He likewiſe took wine, and gave it to 
them all; and he declared that theſe 


| were repreſentations and memorials of his 
| body broken, and his blood ſhed, to con- 


firm a Covenant made upon the condi- 


tions of faith and obedience in his fol- 
lowers; and of a promiſe on God's part 
to remit all paſt ſins, upon the perfor- 


mance of all the duties of a Chriſtian, 
and not of this one only. | | 


Min. You take it right; and H you 


carefully obſerve what you underſtand, 


you will be able to'anfwer any difficulties 
which may be ftarted upon this ſubject. 


Par. I ſhall be glad of that; for 1 
own I have met with ſo many hard things 


in diſcourſes upon this ſubject, that I was 
_ uneafy in my own mind, that 1 ſhould 


live 
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live to theſe years and yet not be capable 
of apprehending what I was to practiſe. 


Min. You have not yet done: there 
is one principal thing, of which you have 
not yet taken notice, and that is the end 
which our Saviour mentions of this inſti- 
tution. 


Par. It is true, I was fo overjoy'd 
at finding that I underſtood this inſtitu- 
tion now ſo well, that I had like to have 
forgot this, which was a principal thing 
indeed. I ſee it contained in thoſe words 
This do in remembrance of me, I ſup- 
poſe the plain meaning of theſe words is 
the true one Eat of this bread, and 
« drink of this wine in remembrance of 
« me: make uſe of theſe ſigns to keep 
* up in your minds a conſtant remem- 
&-brance of my death and ſufferings.” 
This is certainly a. wiſe inftitution, be- 
cauſe it will keep up a remembrance of the 
death and ſufferings of our Saviour till 
he ſhall come again, 


Min. Certainly it will have this effect: 
and therefore St Paul add For as often 
B 2 as 
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as yet eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
da  ſhew the Lord's death till be comes. 
This is a ſtanding memorial of the death 
of our Lord; and his true Diſciples, ma- 
king uſe of it, declare to all the world 
their faith in him ; and they are to con- 
tinue fo to do till he comes to judgmenr. 


Par. I find no other end mentioned 
of this inſtitution: by our Saviour. Pray 
is there any other end mentioned in the 

Scripture elſewhere ? | 


Min, Yes ; there is : tho? it is not indeed 
ſo expreſs and clear, nor is it mentioned as 
an end, I think, ſo properly as it is an «ſc 
to be made of it. It is 1 Cor. x. 17. where 
St Paul ſays— For we being many are one 
bread and one bedy, for we are all parta- 
-kers of that one bread, His meaning is— 
We Chriſtians, though we are very nu- 
merous, yet we are all. but one body, juſt 
as the ſeveral diſtinct pieces of bread di- 
ſtributed at the Lord's Supper make all 
but one loaf; and we are to be conſidered 
as at unity with one another and in perfect 
love and charity, ſince we all eat of that 
one loaf. Here then it is made a _ 

Ty 0 
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of love and friendſhip. ; a ſign of mu- 
tual amity 3 a mark of Chriſt's Diſciples, 
who are to be known by this, that they 
have love for one another. nb 


Par. You would have me then to con · 
ſider this inſtitution as made only for theſa 
two ends, to commemorate: the death of 
Chriſt, and to be a, fign of friendſhip, 
amongſt Chriſtians ? 1p 


Min, It is not. I that deſire it of you y 
but it is our Saviour and the Apoſtles, 
who have mentioned no other ends but 
theſe; and conſequently no other ends 
can be made of the Lord's Supper, with- 
out changing its ixſtitutian and making 
it not the Lord's Supper, but our ewn 
Supper. Pawn Ji oag9 


Par. You will give me leave now to 
repeat what has been ſaid, that you may 
ſee whether I apprehend! the thing as 1 
ought. And iſt, Here is nothing elſe 
but bread. and wine in the Lord's > & 
per: it is ſo when it is placed upon the 
table; and.it is ſo when it is eat and drank. 


by the communicants. 2dly, The bread 
RT | B 3 and 
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and wine are ſigns or proper remem- 
brancers of the death of Chriſt, of what 
he ſuffered for our ſakes ſeventeen hun- 
dred years ago; and likewiſe ſigns of our 
love and charity with one another. Me- 
thinks this is very plain, I did expect 
there muſt be more in what is uſually 
looked upon to be, or contain, ſomethin 
deep, profound, myſterious ? ; 


Min. Try again if you can find any 
thing elſe either in the inſtitution itfelf in 
the Gofpels, or in the Epiſtles, which 
ſhould make you be ſo ſcrupulous, If 
you find nothing elfe—do not make your 
duty harder to be underſtood, than our 
Lord and Maſter has made it. 17 


Par. 1 own I find nothing elſe in the 
Scriptures : but then I find a great deal 
more in books which I have read. You 
tel} me it is bread and wine even after 
conſecration; and 1 own the Scriptures 
ſay nothing to the contray : But then our 
Church ſays, that it is the body and blood of 
Chriſt, which is verily and indeed tak en 
and received by the faithful in the Lord's 
Supper, This place has always perplexed 

— 16 . ; . Me, 
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me, and made me very uneaſy, becauſe 
I never could have any notion how the 
bread was made the body of Chriſt, or 
how it was verily and indeed taken and 
received by faithful more than bywicked 
men, ſince. both alike receive the very 
ſame elements of bread and wine. 


- Min. Remember your rule, I mean 
the Scriptures, : and ſteadily - adhere to 
them. Our Saviour took bread and 
bleſſed it, or gave thanks to God for it. 
His giving thanks to God made no alte- 
ration in the bread or wine, nor changed 
it from what it was to ſomething elſe. 
When now b ead and wine is ſet apart 
for the uſe of the Lord's Supper, the ſet- 
ting it apart to that uſe: makes no altera- 
tion in it, more than the ſetting apatt any 
thing elſe for any particular uſe makes an 
alteration. in the thing ſo appropriated. 
When the Miniſter therefore now a-days 
ſets apart for the uſe of the communicants 
bread-and wine, he does nothing to 'the 
bread and wine but ſet it apart, and 
conſequently the bread and wine is bread 
and wine ſtill. The words he uſes. to ſet 
apart the bread do not make any change in 
the 
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the bread.: and were he to uſe any particu- 
lar form of thankſgiving to God for the 
bread and wine before him on the table, all 
the purpoſes of its being a Sacrament would 
be compleatly anſwered. Our Saviour or- 
dered bread; and wine to be taken; but 
he gave no poſitive form of benediction, 
or conſecration. The Church has wiſely 
directed the form and manner of ſetting 
. the bread and wine apart for the purpo- 
ſes intended; but never deſigned to inti- 
mate, that the words uſed ſhould change 
the bread into fleſh, or the wine into blood. 


Par. But how then is the body and 
Mood of Chriſt verily and indeed taten and 
reotived by the faithfulinthe Lord*s Supper? 
Fownr the bread and wine are not chang- 
ed: If therefore the body and blood of 
Chriſt be vorily and indeed taken, they muſt 
be /piritually taken: for if they be not bode 
ty, they muſt be ſpiritually, or not at all. 


Min. To eat bread ſpiritually, and to 
drink wine ſpiritually, is a direct ab- 
ſurdity ; unleſs by /piritual eating of bodily 
things, you mean the eating them to 
ſpiritual purpoſes, and with ſpiritual * 


= 
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and in this ſenſe it is eaſily poſſible to eat 
bread /piritually whilft it continues bread : If 

any thing elſe is meant, I readily own my 
ignorance of it; nor do I think itany ſhame 

to be ignorant of what cannot poſſibly be 

explained, The bread and wine then is 

the repreſentation of the body and blood 

of Chriſt, and figuratively is called his b9- 

dy and blood. The thing intended or figni- 
fied by theſe ſigns is the body of Chriſt. 
To receive or take the body and blood of 
Chriſt, is the ſame as to take the Lord's 

Supper, that is, to receive and take what 

Chriſt appointed to be taken, according 

to his inſtitution, in remembrance of him, 

2 all the faithful, or true believers, 

O. . . 


* T grant the expreſſion in the Catechiſm 
to be very hard, and eaſily liable to be 
much perverted; and therefore I ſhould 
be glad, if (in due time) it were re- 
moved. But ſince we have it, it is fit to 
underſtand it in the beſt manner we can. 
The bread is figuratively called the body 
of Chriſt z i. e. his body is juſtly repre- 
ſented, and as it were ſet before us, by 
bread. When therefore it is ſaid, that 
? the 
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the body and blood of Chriſt are verily 
and indeed taken and received by the faith. 
ful in the Lord's Supper, the meaning is 
(when ſtripped of the figurative words) 
— The thing ſignified by the bread and 
wine is the body of Chriſt broken and 
the blood of him ſhed; which body and 
blood fo broken and ſhed are remembered 
by the faithful, according to the inſtitution 
of Chriſt. 


Par. But, Sir, the ads are—the Bo- 
dy and blood of Chriſt, not the things 
which fignify the body and blood of 
Chriſt, are verily and indeed taken and 
received by the faithful in the Lord's 


Supper. 


Min. True; but remember FE we 
cannot take or receive any thing on this 
occaſion, but what is commanded: by our 
Lord to be given to us. Now nothing 
is commanded to be given but bread and 
wine appointed for this particular pur- 
poſe : and conſequently no more can be 
underſtood: as taken and received by the 
faithful, but bread and wine according 
to Chriſt's inſtitution in — of 

| im, 
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him, which is figuratively called his bo- 
dy and blood, . 


Par. By this meaning of theſe words, 
I perceive you do not imagine any real 
preſence of our 'Saviour m the Sacrament, 
but would have me take the 'bread and 
wine as repreſentations or memorials only 
of the body of Chirſt. 


Min. I would have you do what our 
Saviour commanded. If there be no 
real preſence promiſed, or declared, what 
right have you to talk of one? or why 
mould you torment [yourſelf about the 
manner of our Saviour's being in the 
bread, when you have not one word of 
ſiuch language in the Teſtament? What 

is this imagination founded on, but our 
Saviour's ſaying of the bread—Tbis is my 
body ? People might as well conceive our 
Saviour really preſent, in a particular in- 
effable manner in every thing that is con- 
ſecrated, or ſet apart, (if conſecration 
cauſes or occaſions a real preſence) as 
imagine a real preſence from this figu- 
rative expreſſion, Ts 


Par. | 
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Par. I perceive then chat 8 to 
look no further than the ſcriptures for 
this inſtitution: and if I concern myſelf 
with no more, I am not to blame. 
Have the Scriptures ſaid more than what 
we have already diſcourſed about the na- 
ture of this Sacrament ? 


Min. The Scriptures have ſaid no 
more about the Sacrament itſelf ; but 
have ſaid ſome things in relation to re- 
ceiving it, which well deſerve your 
f rabies. You may obſerve that St Paul 
ſays, 1 Cor. x. 16. The cup of bleſſing 
which we bleſs, is it not the communion of 
the blood of Chriſt ? The bread which we 
break, 1s it not the communion of the body 
of Chriſt ? 


Par. Very true : and this paſſage has 
always ſeemed to me hard to be under- 
of ie? Pray, Sir, what is the LOG 
of it ?. 


Min. The Apoſtle is warning "al 
Corinthians to flee from idolatry: and 
ws them that if they cat of —_ 

ſacri- 
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facrifices offered unto Dæmons (who were 
all Idols) they by that profeſſed themſelves 
in a ſtate of friendſbip with them. The 
Fews by eating the ſacrifices offered to 
God, eat of, i. e. partook of the altar 
which is God's fable, and thus profeſſed 
themſelves in a ſtate of friendſhip 
with God: In like manner the Gen- 
tiles eating at the table of Idols profeſſed 
themſelves to be in a ſtate of friendſbip 
with Idols. Now Chriſtians cannot be 
in a ſtate of friendſbip with two ſuch con- 
trary maſters: They cannot partake of 
the table of the Lord, and of the table of 
Demons, They drink at the Lord's 
table the cup of bleſſmg, in commemo- 
ration of the blood of Chriſt ſhed for us, 
and they eat the bread broken in com- 
memoration of his body broken for us; 
They therefore declare themſelves in 
friendſhip with Chriſt, | | 


Par. This I underftand : But why is 
the cup called be cup of bleſſing. | 


Min. The meaning is, that cup is the 
cup which we Þle5, or particularly give 
thanks to God for, We thank God for 
Tending his Son into the world, whoſe 


C kindneſs 


— 
* 
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. kindneſs in ſhedding his blood for us we 
now commemorate by drinking of the 
cup. | 


Par. But how is the cup the communion 
of the blood ;, or the bread, the communion 
of the bady of Chriſt? 


 - Min, The word communion ſignifies, 
a common pariaking of any thing. So 
that the Apoſtle means this The cup 
„ which is given to a//, in our afſem- 
blies or public meetings, is the com- 
mon partaking of that which repre- 
4 ſents, and is deſigned to keep in re- 
% membrance, and is therefore called the 
« Blocd of Chriſt: The bread is the com- 
„ mon partaking of that which repre- 
« ſents the body, and is therefore called 
the body of Chriſt.” 


Par. Be pleaſed, Sir, to ſhew me the 
connexion of this whole paſſage. 


Min. To eat and drink together was 
the known ſign: of friendſhip. To eat 
at an Idol's table, or of the things offe- 
red to Idols, was to own a friendſhip with 
them: to eat at Chriſt's table, was to 
6 on 
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own a friendſhip with him. Now, when 
we join in common, in eating at Chriſt's 
table, and bleſs God for the bread an 
wine we partake of, we openly declare 
ourſelves his friends by partaking of 
what is deſigned to repreſent his body 
and blood, and which is eminently called 
his body and blood. We ſhould there- 
fore never join in any ſort of adt 
which may be conſtrued a joining with, 
or friendſhip for, Idols. 


Par. 1 underſtand all this perfectly 
well. . 10 


Min. We may therefore now proceed 
to another paſſage of the ſame Apoſtle, 
mentioned 1 Cor. xi. 27, Cc. Whoſoe- 
ver ſhall eat this bread and drink this cup 
of the Lord unworthily, all be guilty of 
the body and blood of the Lord. But let 
4 man examine bimſelf, and fo let him eat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup. For 
he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eat- 
eth and drinketh damnation 10 himſelf, not 
diſcerning the Lord's body. For this 
cauſe many are weak and fickly among you, 
and many fleep. TOTS 
*. 2 Par. 


28 1 Rational Communicant. 


Par. I am glad to hew you mention 
this for I think you now are come to 
fre gr difficulty, and which really has 
affrighted me from the Communion. 
Theſe are hard things, that a man that 
_ eats and drinks unworthily eats and drinks 
bis own damnation z and is guilty of the 
body and blood of Chriſt. This is a mat- 
ter of ſuch mighty danger, that I have 
ſometimes wondered that any venture at 
all upon it: for they are very likely to 
kindle God's wrath againſt themſelves, and 
10 provoke bim to plague them with divers 
diſeaſes and ſundry kinds of death, The 


good received is fcarce an * to 
the hazard run. 


Mom. You 11 to talk as one really 
in a fright: compoſe yourſelf a little, 
and calmly examine into the Apoſtle's 
meaning: perhaps you will have diffe- 
rent notions of theſe things; and will ſee 
a ' conſiſtent eaſineſs i in the whole. 
Par. I ſhall rejoice at that, for to deal 
ingenuouſly, theſe hard ſayings, both in 
| ou Apoſtle — in the E pm 04% 
; ve 
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kave kept me from this duty, and I think 
would ever have kept me from it, had 
not I heard your encouragement to come 
to the communion, and your declaration 
that it was al ga ealy.4 as well as an 1 05 


hgible duty. - T1] 


| Mis. You- will nad what I faid to be 
true. Read therefore theſe words of the 
Apoſtle carefully, and 1 us . in- 
to their eig. | 


yh ay 1 find that 8055 of vel Corin- 
3 came drunken to, or made them- 
felves drunk at, the Lord's Supper. v. 21, 


Min. Very right; and therefore you 
will acknowledge cha N eat and — 
wnworthily, 


Par. No doubt; ſuch men were ve 
wicked, and very richly deſerved t) ſuf- 
fer for their ſins. bs * 


Ain. Theſe: men, and all that mY 
the ſame ſort, are unworthy : and if you 
obſerve, you will ſee that they are charged 
with not diſcerning the Lord's body. They 
made no difference betwixt the Supper of 

C 3 the 
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the Lord, and one of their on enter- 
tainments where they might eat and 
drink to ſatiety, without conſidering that 
the end of one was to refreſh their bodies, 
the end of the other was only to remember 
their dying Saviour. There is an eſſen- 
tial difference betwixt the Lord's Supper 
and a bodily repaſt: and it is the duty of 
every Chriſtian to diſcern, or, make a 
difference between, theſe. Tf therefore 
men will come in ſuch a manner as to 
make no difference; if they will come 
drunken, and diſordered, to the Lord's 
Supper, you muſt own «unwor#hine/s in 
ſuch, and a not diſcerning the Lord's body. 


Par. This is certainly unworthineſs, and 
ſuch men it is plain do not regard the 
duty they are about : but are there not 
others unworiby as well as theſe ? 


Min. Tes. Where the reaſon is the 
ſame, there is the ſame unworthineſs, 
e.g. To come profanely or irreverently 
without regarding the deſign, or the in- 
ſtitution of the Sacrament, is to come un- 
worthily. And ſuch a man with ſuch a diſ- 
poſition muſt provoke inſtead of pleaſing 
our Saviour, becauſe he offers the _ 
2 2 indig- 
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indignity to him, who is the judge of all 
men's actions. | 


Par. I readily acknowledge, that fach 
men muſt aggravate their crimes inſtead 
of leſſening them by ſuch en be- 
haviour. 


Min. But beſides this; l any num- 
ber of men were to come to the Table of 
the Lord, not to remember the death of 
Chriſt, but to band themſelves and others in 
ſecret wickedneſs to ſecure to themſelves 
ſecrecy in deteſtable actions, ſuch as conſpi- 
racies, aſſaſſmations, murders, and ſuch like 
villanies. Youſee this is unworthy of Chri- 
ſtians, and in conſequence this eating and 
drinking is eating and drinking unwortbily, 
not diſcerning the Lord's body ; nay I will 
add, it is eating and drinking damnation ts 
themſelves, becauſe it is increaſing wicked- 
nefs, inſtead of farſaking it. 


Par. 1 readily admit, that this too is 
wunworthineſs to the laſt degree. 


Min. Again, Suppoſe that a man 
comes to the Lord's Table without repent- 

ance for paſt faults, and withoutreſolu- 
a. tion 
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tion of amendment for the time to come, 
This muſt be a contempt of Chriſt, who 
- has commanded repentance where ſin has 
been committed; and a contempt of his or- 
dinance, which requires that'a man ſhould 
"firſt examine himſelf, and ſo let bim eat of 
that bread and drink of that cup, 1 Cor. xi. 
28. The life of a Chriſtian ought to be a 
life of holineſs and virtue; and he is obli- 
ged to conform his actions to the rules 
Which our Saviour has laid down. He 
therefore that will not endeavour to amend 
His life, or to forfake fin, and yet comes to 
the Lord's Table, muſt diſregard our Savi- 
dur, and muſt aggravate his guilt by open- 
ly offering an affront to our Lord, 
Par. I ſee by this, that, in general, by 
witworthineſs you mean, coming to the 
Lord's Supper in any manner unworthy 
of a diſciple of our Lord. But then I 
fear that to come to this Sacrament, after 
breach of the promiſe of amendment, will 
be an unworthineſs which will aggravate 
one's condemnation.” I own that I have 
heretofore approached the Lord's Table 
with reſolutions of forſaking fin, which 
have proved ineffectual: and ſurely it is 
a great aggravation of my fault to have 
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added a breach of a ſolemn vow : I conſi- 
der myſelf as a debtor, and I have pro- 
miſed my creditor payment. Now I not 
only have been guilty of not paying my 
debt, but I have moreover. broke my 


word, and therefore have forfeited my 
credit. | 12 


Min. I am glad you have put this caſe, 
becauſe J believe it a very common one. 
Con ſider therefore, 1/f, That your reſo- 
lutions when made were very good, the 
effect of a then preſent good diſpoſition 3 
and as they proceeded from a good end, 
and were good means to that end, and 
the likelieſt way to ſucceed, they were 
really good acts. If therefore you are 
afraid of eating and drinking unwor- 
thily, becauſe you are not always, at all 
times, and all ſeaſons, as good, as once 
upon a time you wiſhed to be, you muſt 
think God to be a hard maſter, rigid, ſe- 
vere, inexorable : and you muſt ſuppoſe 
it a duty to abſtain from a preſent ac- | 
knowledged good act, for fear leaſt you 
ſhould hereafter be guilty of a bad one. 
But adh, What is your promiſe ? Is it 
any thing but a declaration of a preſent 
fixed reſolution ſo to live as to avoid, as 


nul. much 
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much as you can, all fin? You promiſed 
to do your beſt to check all inclinations 
to {in, and to uſe your beſt endeavours to 
regulate your paſſions, and to bring them 
into ſubjection to reaſon. Now to exert 
ourſclves on ſuch occaſions is doing all 
we can, and all we mean by making 
ſuch promiſes : and if we fail in the per- 
_ formance, this is not a reaſon to keep us 
from the Sacrament, but to make us more 
upon our guard at another time. But 
34ly, Put the caſe at the worſt ; you pro- 
miſed, and you broke your promiſe. 
This is not ſo bad as never to promiſe 
amendmemt at all, and under that cover 
never to deſign amendment. Ir is certain- 
ly better to intend and promiſe to pay 
ones debts, than never to intend at all to 
pay them: in the one cafe you only diſ- 
appoint your creditor, and this too when 
you do your beſt > ay him; in the 
other you deſign to defaud him of his 
5 rt and which isworlt, in 


Par. True 3 but you will own that l 
. broke my promiſe; and never to 
make a promiſe or take up a reſolution, 
is better than to add a nee En 
_ Py former ſins. 

n 
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4 


Min. If you mean by promiſe, ſtrong 
reſolutions, tell me what there is in Scrip- 
ture which excludes him that has failed in 
his reſolutions, and repents, from the bene- 
fit of pardon ? Is remiſſion of fin promiſed 
in the Goſpel only to ſuch or ſuch particu- 
lar crimes? Or is the breach of a good re- 
ſolution a crime which has forgiveneſs, 
neither in this life, neither in that which is 
to come? Be eaſy ; for a repenting ſinner 
is always a worthy communicant; and par- 
don is promiſed to him that repents. 


Par. You tell me then that anworibi- 
neſs conſiſts always in doing ſuch things 

are unfit for a Chriſtian to do; ſuch 2s, 
being profane, vicious, and without repen- 
tance: I eaſily ſee that ſuch men muſt 
aggravate their faults. But the Apoſtle 
| ſays—tbey eat and drink their own damna- 
tion—And—They are guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord. What is the 
meaning of theſe expreſſions ? 


Min. The eaſieſt way I can take to ex- 
preſs the meaning of the firſt is, to put a 
caſe. Suppoſe a Few, believing _— 
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of Chriſtianity, were to offer himſelf to 
be baptized, and were to profeſs himſelf 
to be a Chriſtian, would he not be bapti- 
zed to his own damnation ? i. e. Would 
he not increaſe his guilt, and in courſe. 
his condemnation, by ſuch an open inſult 
upon the Lord? Juſt ſo if a Chriſtian . 
comes to the Sacrament of the Lord's 

Supper, with ſuch a diſpoſition as an un- 
converted Jet would to the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm, the effect or conſequence would 
be the ſame, a high aggravation of fin 
and guilt, and he would eat and drink bis 
damnation, i. e., increaſe his guilt by act- 
ing unworthily, - 5 

The other expreſſion is more difficult. 
To be guilty of the body and blood of our 
Lord, ſeems to be ſomething more than to 
be guilty of not treating /he body and blood 
of Chriſt, as it ought to be treated. He 
that miſuſes or perverts the deſign of the 
Sacrament, is certainly guilty of not act- 
ing as becomes a Chriſtian, and is guilty of 
behaving himſelf towards the Lord in an 
unworthy manner. But to be guilly of the 
Body and blood of the Lord, is ſo to act as 
if Chriſt was not the Lord but ſome im- 


poſtor, 


\ 
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poſtor, who therefore deſerved to have 
his body broken, and his blood ſhed, 
The People who come to the table of the 
Lord in a manner unſuitable to the nature 
of the inſtitution, can have but little 
ſenſe of the truth of Chriſtianity : They 
- muſt. look upon the death of Chriſt as 
juſt, and tread under foot, as uſeleſs, he 
Son of God; and eſteem the blood of the 
Covenant as unholy. Heb. x. 9. 


Or if you will take theſe words. in a 
leſs rigid manner, the leaſt they imply is, 
That they which come to the Lord's ta- 
ble «nworthily, are guilty of miſu/ing what 
our Lord has inſtituted in ſo ſerious and 
ſacred a manner, and what he has called 
his body and blood. They look upon it as 
a common ordinary entertainment, and 
not as a remembrance of his death; and 
thus they are guilty of depretiating what 
ought to be moſt ſolemnly and ſeriouſly 
obſerved. ; „ 


Par. If this be the meaning of theſe 
Eons N. do not ſee that any can be de- 
terred from this duty but very ill, pro- 
mM os at 
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| fane, and irreligious perſons ; ſuch as ne- 
ver repent of their ſins, and ſuch as come 
to the Lord's table with a reſolution ne- 
ver to repent, And ſuch ought to be 
deterred from doing themſelves a miſ- 
chief, | 

| * 

Min. I told you, that theſe expreſſions 
of the Apoſtle were not ſo terrible to any 
ſerious Chriſtian as you imagined ; for 
theſe inconveniencies, be they ever fo 
great, -have no relation to good and vir- 
tuous Chriſtians, who are apt to be moſt 
affected and moſt affrighted by them, 

The. very apprehenſions ſuch men are 
under, manifeſtly ſhew a goodneſs of diſ- 
poſition ; a mind far from profane or ir- 
religious, and far from any purpoſe of 
continuing in ſin. - 


Par. I hope I am not of a wicked and 
profane mind; but yet I own I am fear- 
ful that I am not ſo good as I ought to 
be : and therefore I have ſometimes ab- 
ſtained from communicating, merely 
from the apprehenſions of hazard and 
danger in my coming, i 


Min. 
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Min. But pray confider what you have 
got by this. Whether you do, or do 
not communicate, it is neceſſary to ex- 
amine your ſelf whether you repent truly of 
your former fins; and whether you fted- 
faſtly purpoſe to lead a new life, It is ne- 
ceſſary to have a lively faith in God's mer- 
cy through Chriſt, with a thankful remem- 
brance of his death; and it is neceſſary 
to be in charity with all men, What is 
there more than this, neceſſary to make a 
good communicant? So that whether you 
do, or do not, communicate, you are ob- 
liged, you ſee, to live as if you conſtant- 
ly did communicate, or elſe you cannot 
be approved a good and faithful ſervant 
of your Lord. | 


Par. By this I perceive you would 
have me communicate very regularly and 
conſtantly : But methinks this argument 
ſeems to me to prove more than you in- 
tended ; wiz. an uſeleſſneſs of communi- 
cating, ſince I am obliged to live as ex- 
actly and virtuouſly without as with com- 
municating. Pray what is the uſe of 
communicating ? | 

D 2 Min, 
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Min, I cannot ſuffer you to leave this 
point with ſuch a notion in your head. 
I will tell you the uſes preſently. But 
what I was ſaying was, every Chriſtian is 
obliged conſtantly to maintain good 
. works, and to adorn his profeſſion with 
virtue, You faid, you had abſtained 
from the Communion through fear of the 
hazard in communicating. I add now to 
what I ſaid before, that this is very ab- 
ſurd, and very weak reaſoning ; and if 
you were to apply it to that point, I do 
not ſee but it would make you quit Chri- 
ſtianity itſelf, and renounce the religion 
you were baptized into. | 


Par. God forbid ! I hope no ſuch con- 
ſequence as that will follow, | 


Min. Conſider. To be frightned from 
the Lord's Supper by the harſh expreſſions 
made uſe of in ſcripture is, you ſuppoſe, 
fit and right, Upon this 8 then 
I would ſay, you ought to be frightned 
from ever embracing Chriſtianity itſelf ; 
for there are very terrible denunciations 
of God's wrath in it againſt wicked and 

„ unrighteous 
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unrighteous men. They are threatned with 
perdition, and everlaſting deſtruttion from 


the preſence of the Lord, and to be put in a 
ſtate and place where their worm dieth not 
and their fire is not quenched, Now I ſay, 
that it is juſt as reaſonable to be frightned 
from all religion, becauſe of the ſeverity 
of future puniſhments z or it is as right to 
renounce Chriſtianity itſelf, becauſe it is a 
hazardous inſtitution, and frightful things 
are threatned, as it is to abſtain from the 


Lord's Table, becauſe there are ſevere de- 


nunciations threatned againſt ſuch particu- 


lar perſons as are unworthy, and keep them- 


ſelves unworthy of the benefits which 
they might receive. 


Par. I am fully convinced that I was 

miſtaken in my apprehenſion of what 
you ſaid. Be pleaſed, Sir, now to tell 
me what are the benefits which may be 
received from the Communion ? 


Min. Your Catechiſm tells you, The 


Arengibning and refreſhing of our ſouls by. + 


the body and blood of Cbriſt, as our bodies 
ere by the bread ard wine. 


D 3 "Pay, 


bread and wine is not the body, but the ſign 


42 The Rational Communicant. 

Par. It is true; but yet I think that 
theſe words want an explication; for to 
me they ſeem hard and obſcure. 5 


Min. I obſerved to you before, that the 


or repreſentation or memorial of the body 
/ of Chriſt : ſo that the thing which refreſhes 


and ſtrengthens our mind is that which 
the bread and wine only repreſents, viz. 
Chriſt dying for us. When we are hun- 


9 gry and thirſty, we grow faint and weak, 
and our bodies decay apace; and unleſs 
they are ſupplied with nouriſhment they 


will ſoon die. So, our ſouls when they 
are not exerciſed in meditation, in vir- 


ftuous acts, and in religious practices, 
grow languid, and careleſs in all good- 


neſs, and, in the moral ſenſe, die. 
When they grow in good habits, . and 


men are conſcious that they are accepta- 


ble to God, their minds are refreſhed and 
comforted, and they grow ſtronger and 
ſtronger in their good diſpoſitions. 


Par. YouTeem. to me to explain this 
in a mere natural way; and do not give 
4 me 
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me any encouragment to hope for ſuper- 
natural graces and aſſiſtances accompany - 
ing the reception of the Sacrament. 


Min. You have read all that the ſerip- 
tures ſay upon this ſubject; and if God 
has made no particular promiſes to the 
Sacrament, you have no reafon to expect 

or hope for any performances from him 
in it. Do you your duty, and you will 
find great benefit from it. | | 


Par. What is the benefit I ſhall find ? 


Min. If you carefully and religiouſly 
remember the death of Chriſt, you. will 
grow in faith, and hope, and charity: 
You will habituate yourſelf to think of 
your duty in its fulleſt extent: You will 
have frequent opportunity of reflecting 
upon the relation you ſtand in to Chriſt 
your maſter: This will bring into your 
mind the obligation you are under to 
him, and to your neighbour, and to 
-yourſelf : It will give you an opportunity 
of confirming yourſelf in all goodnefs : 
and by theſe natural means you will grow 
in. that which is fit and right, and thus 

. : make 
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make yourſelf finally accepted 'by God, 


. who has promiſcd his rewards to ſuch as 


by faithſul continuance in well doing ſeek for 
glory and honour and immortality. 


Par. I muſt own I thought that you 
would have told me, that there were ſome 
peculiar exiraordinary graces annexed to 
the elements: but as I found nonein my- 
ſelf whenever I did receive the Sacra- 
ment, I concluded myſelf from thence to 


be an unworthy communicant, and there- 


fore I had almoſt reſolved never to com- 
municate any more. 


Min. It is with you as I have found it 
with many others. They think the Sacra- 
ment "pho: upon their minds as charms 
do. They expect that it ſhould work 
a virtuous diſpoſition of mind they know. 
not why or how: and expect to feel the 
effect without any act of their own. 
Whereas all poſitive inſtitutions are ſuited 
to produce good habits, and are to be 
uſed as means to goodneſs : and where 
the act is natural and fitly adapted to that 
end, it ſhould be uſed as ſuch; and not 
be dreſſed up in ſuch a manner, as muſt - 

a real 
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a real damage to that for which it was 
deſigned as a ſervice. Remember that 
the ſcriptures have made no promiſe 

any ſupernatural grace to be annexed to 
the elements: and therefore to expect ſuch 
is, as the Apoſtle calls it, /o hope againſt 
hope, i. e. without any grounds or reaſon, 


Par. 1 perceive then from all this, 
that I muſt ſtrive to confirm myſelf in 
virtuous practices; that I muſt not ima- 
gine, that when I have received the Sacra- 
ment my fins are pardoned, and I am 
abſolved, and that I may begin to fin 
afreſh ; but that I am uniformly and con- 
ſtantly to proceed in virtue : I find that 

nothing but goodneſs of life is of real 
| uſe, or will make me accepted by God: 
and that the Sacrament is to be uſed as a 
proper means to acquire this habitual 
goodneſs. As I ſee this whole matter is 
rational and intelligible, and as it is con- 
ſiſtent with moral agency, and with the 
nature of religion, and gives no encou- 
ragement to any vice, I will from hence- 
forth endeavour to go and practiſe ac- 
cording to it. | 

Mis. 
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Min. 1 commend your reſolution, and 
heartily wiſh you good ſucceſs in your 
undertaking. | ee 


Par. If I underſtand you right, you 
conſider this inſtituted rite, 2s a means to 
virtue. The benefit of complying with 
it conſiſts in its tendency and fitneſs to 
make a man a better man, and to pro- 
duce in our minds an habitual diſpoſition 
to goodneſs, 


Min. If you remember the end .men- 
tioned by our Saviour and by St Paul, 
it is certain that there is a fitneſs in this 
means to its end; And if you think of 
the uſes, which are obvious, you cannot 
but ſee, that the partaking of this rite 
will excite in you many good refle Ctions : 
and when the impreſſion is frequently re- 
newed the good thoughts will be revived, 
and will grow more and more ſtrong ; 
and good principles will be cultivated ; 

and all the good that can be expected 

- from thought, and meditation, and ſeri- 
ouſneſs, and attention, will be promoted. 

And as the rite itſelf is peculiarly adapted 
to 
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to theſe good uſes, —you cannot fail of 
great benefit from frequent Communion. 


Par. I ſee a good reaſon now, why 
St Paul ſaid, As oft as you eat this bread 
and drink this cup; intimating plainly 
that we ought to communicate, en. For 
by often communicating, we often exerciſe 
our minds in a proper manner, and 


ſtrengthen our good diſpoſitions, and mo- 


ral habits, and every particular virtue 
which we endeavour to confirm, or im- 
prove. 


Min. You do ſo: And you may ſee 
as ſtrong a reaſon to conclude that this, 
and all inſtituted rites, are no better than 
mere uſeleſs rites, unleſs they produce, «or 
promote real goodneſs. | 


Par. Do you ſay, that this Sacrament 
is a mere trifling, inſignificant ceremony 
unleſs moral goodneſs attends it ? 


— 


Min. No doubt it is. The end of it 
was goodneſs: the benefits of it are 
goodneſs : and our Saviour when he in- 

ſtituted it, deſigned it as ſubſervient * 
that 


| 
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that purpoſe, and it would be ſuperſtition, 


or ſomething like ſorcery, if it were not 
made uſe of to this purpoſe. 


Par. I ſhall for the future make this 
good uſe of it : And God grant that I 
may keep my reſolutions fixed, and im- 
prove myſelf as I ought. 

One thing I would obſerve farther, that 
you have never mentioned any thing 
out the ſixth chapter of St Jobn. 


Min. That is true. But it did not 
proceed from forgetſulneſs, but becauſe it 
has no relation to the ſubject. That diſ- 
courſe of Chriſt was ſpoke long before his 
death: and it is only a figurative manner 
of ſhewing the neceſſity of. faith in him, 
under the terms bread and fleſh; and as 
it does not relate to the ſubject, it is nei- 
ther neceſſary nor proper to ſpeak to it 
upon this occaſion. 


Par. I thank you for the pains you 
have been at: and I hope it will be for 
my Good. I heartily nl that God 


would grant it may. * 
nr. 
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Amen. And he 
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T is, O Lord, with the moſt grateful 
& remembrance and ſenſe of my Re- 
deemer's Paſſion, that I approach thy 
Table. Let this my eating and drinking 
at it, be deemed a ſign or mark of friend- 
ſhip between Thee and me: and may 1 
never be guilty of any action which: may 
be imputed to me as a violation of what 
I here profeſs. Grant this, O an for 
fcb lake. Amen. e 


A fhort Prijir aft + receiving the 
Bread, 


Ccept, O Lord, of this my imper- 
fet obedience in remembrance of 


che dead of thy Son; and let my pre- 
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50 . Prayers, 
ſent good wiſhes and deſires increaſe and 
grow in me unto perfection: that I may 
tor the future live as becomes a Diſciple 
of Chriſt, renouncing whatever is con- 
trary to the rules of the Goſpel, and par- 
.ticularly maintaining that Love and Cha- 
rity which he has made the mark of his 
Diſciples. Hear my Prayer, O God, 
and accept me in thy beloved Son Jeſus 

Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A. ſhort Prayer after receiving the 
n | 
1 Have great cauſe, O Lord, to be 
"8 thankful, and to remember that the 


-” _ blood of Chriſt was ſhed for me, and for 

many for the remiſſion of fins. Let 
mine, O God, be blotted out, and let 
me be admitted into thy favour, that I 
may finally obtain everlaſting life with 
the Saints in light, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. ; 2 
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H I 8 ſolemn meeting is in remem- 8 


ſuffered for us. He who had no fin, and 
in whoſe mouth there was no guile, vo- 
luntarily ſabmitted to death, even the 
death of the croſs, for our ſakes.” He 


ſubmitted to have his body pierced, and $ 


his blood ſhed, and at laft to die, in a 


public, even ignominious manner, wo 


had never done any thing that could de- 
ſerve death. Multitudes were ſpectators 
of his death ; and were evidences that it 
was real, certain, beyond debate. The 


ſhedding of his blood was in obedience 
to thy will, O God, who by that means, 


and by raiſing him again, haſt ſb-ws to 
all, the poſſibility and the reality of a fu- 
ture ſtate, where our fouls may exiſt, and 
dwell with thee to all. eternity : Thou 
haſt not only given us this argument taken 
from our ſenſes, but thou haſt likewiſe 
promiſed through him eternal life to all 
that are ready and willing to accept him | 
as their Lord and Maſter, It is, O _ "4 
Wl 


brance of what our Saviour did and 


* the che Pete e of his 
N neſs to mankind, that 1 
2 in 2 manner have profeſſed my- 
ſelf his Diſciple. He has promiſed in 
iy name, the forgiveneſs of our ſins; 
and by his death he hath ratified the Co- 
venant betwixt Thee, and all ſuch as are 
F  -readyand willing to believe in him, and to 
ſubmit to thy laws. Do thou, O Lord, 
ſttengthen my faith; ſtrengthen me in 
my reſolutions to obey his will: Let me 
not fall into any temptations that may 
Prove too hard for my weak nature: 
And fo direct me in the ways of thy 
© Providence, that I may paſs through this 
Life to another, unblameable and irre- 
Praveable in thy ſight. Grant this, O 
Tord, = er dam wal . | 
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